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BY BISHOP HARE. 
(Concluded from page 181.) 
After all that has been said in this long letter, I} t 


mind. Tam as unwilling as they can be, to admit 


of the Scriptures will certainly continue to be neg- 
lected, as it now is; and all men, who contribute to 


courage the study of the Seriptures, whatever they 
pretend. 

In truth, there is nothing more absurd, than to say 
the glorious things we do daily of the Scriptures, 
and, at the same time, make the study of them, to 
men of sincere and honest minds, so extremely 
hazardous and inconvenient. If, then, we would 
not be guilty of discouraging a study which we ac- 
knowledge to be the great duty of the clergy, as we 
are Christians; if we would be true to the funda- 
mental principles of the reformation, as protestants, 
that the Scriptures are the only rule of faith; let us 
use our best endeavours to remove the great obsta- 
cles that lie against the study of them; let us do 
what we can, that learned men may have full lib- 
erty to study the Scriptures freely and impartially ; 
good encouragement given them to go through the 
labour and difficulties of such a study, not slightly 
and superficially, but with such application and 
diligence as the nature of the thing requires; and 
have leave to speak their sense with all manner of 
safety; that their opinions may be examined fairly, 
aud with temper; that their names be not unjustly 
loaded with calumny and slander ; that their words 
and actions may be interpreted with the same can- 
dor, as is shown to those that differ from them; that 
if what they advance be right, it may be recvived ; 
if wrong, their errors may be refuted, as the mis- 
takes of learned men on other subjects ; if doubtful, 
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On the Difficulties and Discouragements, which at- | ly, that nothing can certainly be decided either way, 
tend the Study of the Scriptures. that then nobody may be obliged to take either side 


as necessary ; that, whether their notions be right or 
wrong, their persons may, in all events, be safe, and 


heir maintenance not affected by it; that, as long 


am persuaded that many readers will still think} as they live virtuously, and write with all due mod- 
what is here advanced a strange paradox ; or per-| esty and good manners, and advance nothing that 
haps be scandalized at it, as a very wicked one; and} breaks in upon morality and government, they may 
will on no terms allow, that clergymen should lay | be treated in all respects as those are, or ought to 
aside what ought to be their chief study. And to be} be, who employ themselves in any other part of 
ingenuous, I will confess I am entirely of the same | useful learning. 


I must add, let them be ever so much in the 


the conclusion, that the study of the Scriptures} wrong, I can apprehend no danger from it to the 
should be deserted ; and yet cannot deny, but, hu-| church; or that the errors of a few men can have 
manly speaking, this must be the consequence from | considerable influence in opposition to a great body 
these premises. If, therefore, we will not allow the} of a vigilant and learned clergy, who will be always 
conclusion, we must show the premises to be untrue,} able and ready to defend the received notions, if 
and that this study will not be attended with so] they can be defended; and if they cannot, it must 
much danger. But this we in vain attempt, if we] be allowed they ought not. But, if some inconve- 
do not our parts at least, that these may not be the} niencies would arise from the liberty I contend for, 
consequences. For, as long as they are, the study | they are nothing in comparison of those that must 


follow from the want of it. 
Till there is such a liberty allowed to clergymen, 


these consequences in any degree, do so far dis-| till there is such a security for their reputations, for- 


tunes, and persons, I fear I must add, till so diffi- 
cult a study meets with proportionable encourage- 
ment, itis impossible a sincere, impartial, and labo- 
rious application to it should generally prevail; and 
till it does, it is as impossible the Scriptures should 
be well understood ; and till they are, they area 
rule of faith in name only. For it is not the words 
of Scripture, but the sense, which is the rule; and 
so far as that is not understood, so far the Scrip- 
tures are not our rule, whatever we pretend; but 
the sense that men have put on them; men fallible 
as ourselves, and who were by no means so well 
furnished, as the learned at present are, with the 
proper helps to find out the true meaning of Serip- 
ture. And while we take the sense of the Scrip- 
tures in this manner upon consent, and see not with 
our own eyes, we insensibly relapse into the princi- 
ples of popery, and give up the only ground on 
which we can justify our separation from the church 
of Rome. It wasa rightto study and judge of the 
Scriptures for themselves, that our first reformers 
asserted with so good effect; and their successors 
can defend their adherence to them, on no other 
principle. 

If, then, we are concerned for the study of the 
Scriptures, farther than in words; if we in earnest 
think them the only rule of faith, let us act as if we 
thought so; let us heartily encourage a free and 
impartial study of them ; let us lay aside that ma- 





and the Scriptures say so little, or speak so obscure- 





lignant, arbitrary, persecuting, popish spirit; let us 
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putmo fetters on men’s uuderstandings, nor any 
other bounds to their inquiries, but what God and 
truth have set. Let us, if we would not give up the 
protestant principle, that the Scriptures are plain 
and clear in the necessary articles, declare no- 
thing to be necessary, but what is clearly revealed 
in them. 1 

Then may we hope to see the study of these di- 
vine books, so happily cultivated by the united la- 
bours of the learned, when under no discourage- 
ments, that all may, in the main, agree in the true 
meaning of them. Places that can be understood, 
they will agree to understand alike, such at least as 
are of consequence to the faith. And for such as 
are too obscure to be cleared up with any cer- 
tainty, those likewise they will agree about, and 
unanimously confess they are such as no article of 
faith can be grounded upon, or proved from. Next 
to the understanding a text of Scripture, is to know 
it cannot be certainly understood. When the clear 
and dark parts of Scripture are thus distinguished, 
an unity may then reasonably be hoped for among 
protestants in necessary points, and a difference of 
opinion, in such as are not necessary, can have no 
manner of ill consequence, nor any way disturb the 
peace of the church; since there will then be no- 
thing left in its doctrines to inflame men’s passions, 
or feed their corrupt interests, when we are all 
agreed about what is essential to religion ; and what 
is not essential is looked on as indifferent, so that 
a man may take one side, or the other, or neither, 
or may change, as he sees reason, without offence. 

Upon the whole, a tree and impartial study of the 
Scriptures either ought to be encouraged, or it ought 
not. There is no medium; and therefore those 
who are against one side, which ever it be, are ne- 
cessarily the espousers of the other. Those who 
think it ought not to be encouraged, will, I hope, 
think it no injury to be thought to defend their opi- 
nion upon such reasons as have been here brought 
for it, till they give better. On the other hand, those 
who think these reasons inconclusive, and cannot 
find better, will find themselves obliged to confess, 
that such a study ought to be encouraged ; and con- 
sequently must take care how they are accessory to 
such practices, as in their natural consequence can- 
not but tend to its discouragement; lest they come 
into the condemnation of those who love darkness 
rather than light; there is, in this case, no other 
medium between encouraging and discouraging, but 
what there is between light and darkness. Every 
degree of darkness is a want of so much light; and 
all want of light is a certain degree of darkness. To 
refuse then a greater degree of light, where it can 
be had, is, in truth, to prefer darknesss; which, in 
iny humble opinion, can never be reasonable or ex- 
cusable. Those, who are of another mind, plainly 
distrust themselves or their cause. Which if it can 
bear the light, why should it not be shown in it? 
But, if it cannot, it is not the cause of God, or of the 
Son of God; for God is light, and in him is no 
darkness; and the Son of God is the true light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world. 





From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 
MISSIONARIES AMONG THE INDIANS 

The statements contained in the following comny 
nication, are from a source on which we can place 
the fullest dependence. Several persons in th, 
city are well acquainted with the writer. He re 
sides, moreover, in the same county where thy 

Indian tribes, referred to in this communication, 

are located, and has been apprized of the neces. 

sity of having the facts well authenticated. 

Messrs. Editors—Y our exposure of the Seray.- 
pore Missionaries, having tended much to enlightey 
the public in relation to those men, I am induced jo 
present the following statement of facts respecting 
Missionaries at home; leaving your readers to make 
their own comments. 

I shall speak of the .Vew-Stockbridge, Brother 
town, and Oneida tribes of Indians, all located in 
the county of Oneida, state of New-York. 

-Vew-Stockbridge Indians. The first Missionary 
to the New-Stockbridges, was John Sargeant, who 
settled among them in 1734. He was succeeded in 
1751, by the Rev. Jonathan Edwards, who having 
had a misunderstanding with his congregation « 
Northampton, (Mass.) and being unable to effect 
a reconciliation, was called to preach peace to tly 
Indians, until he had a greater call, and was mad 
president of the college in New Jersey. A Mr. 
West, who resigned soon after, succeeded Mr. Ed- 
wards, and then the place was supplied by John 
Sargeant, the present incumbent, and descendant 
of the first Sargeant. 

Thus you will perceive, there has been a regular 
supply of Missionaries to these Indians for ninety 
years! But notwithstanding their efforts, I make 
the assertion without the fear of contradiction, that 
with the exception of two or three families, and 
those not under the Missionary influence, there is 
not a more dissolute, vagabond race on the conti- 
nent, than the New-Stockbridge Indians. I have 
John Sargeant’s own words, that excepting a female, 
of whom I shall speak hereafter, there is not a per- 
son in the tribe but will get drunk. 

This John Sargeant has received from the soci- 
ety in Boston, for “ Propagating the Gospel among 
the Indians and others, in North America,” $210 
per annum; and from the society at Edinburgh, 
(Scotland) ‘ For propagating Christian Knowledge,’ 
£50 sterling per annum; making in the whole, 
$432, 22 cents; which, with other charges, during 
his mission of about fifty years, will amount to near 
$30,000. To this add the expenses of his prede- 
cessors, and I presume the whole will not fall short 
of $50,000. This disinterested Missionary, obtained 
from the Indians a gift of six hundred and forty 
acres of their best land, worth at this moment, were 
it uncultivated, $18 per acre. He and his sen, by 
their intrigues, contrived, moreover, to get posses- 
sion of two hundred and fifty acres more, a few 
years since, at $2 per acre, worth, at the time, $1%, 
instead of $2; and I cannot find that it ever was 
paid for at any price. In this two hundred and fifty 
acre lot, was an apple orchard of nearly one hun- 
dred acres, belonging to the tribe, the only orchard 
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thes had, and which they never intended he should 
have; but by his ingenuity he succeeded in get- 
ting it. 

I have conversed with every individual (four) of 
the present, and two of the former superintendents 
for the Indians, and the Indians’ present and former 
attorneys, all appointed by the state, and all respect- 
able leading members of society, resident within a 
few miles of the tribe, and it is their unanimous 
opinion, that for the last twenty years, the labours 
of the Missionaries have been of no service, and for 
the Jast ten years, much worse than useless. 

By his flattering accounts, J. Sargeant has duped 
the Missionary Societies to continue his pay, not- 
withstanding the report of Drs. Morse and Belknap, 
who visited the Indians in 1796; in which report, 
speaking of the Oneidas, they say—* They found 
nothing of Christianity but the name. At the last 
communion only one attended, and of the men, 
there were only three or four of a sober character.” 

The missionary family have contrived to handle 
the Indian moneys, always taking good care to be 
well paid for the least and every service they per- 
form; and, although often solicited by the Indians, 
they have never taken the pains to give satisfactory 
explanations of the disposal of those moneys. It 
can be said with truth, that the tribe are but little 
less than the slaves of that family. 

My communication wouldpe tediously long, were 
| to enter into a detail of the chicanery of the Sar- 
zeants. The present John Sargeant lived among 
tiese New-Stockbridge Indians forty-four years, 
previous to their ever having made a blanket. He 
uot only neglected to instruct them in the useful 
arts, but used every argument to dissuade them from 
receiving such instruction from others. A female 
of the society of Friends, went and resided among 
them, for the purpose of instructing them in house- 
hold manufactures; J. Sargeant, with the sagacity 
ofa Jesuit, saw that her success would be his down- 
fall, and actually proposed to hire her to move away. 
He resides on a high hill, about two miles from the 
principal settlement of the Indians, and visits them 
about once a week, which, he has said, he does from 
the fear that some other missionary would be sent 
to take his place. His congregation consists of about 
twenty members, such as they are. During the last 
session of the state legislature, his family made an- 
other attenapt to get a tract of the Indian lands; 
hut owing to the intelligence and influence of one 
of the tribe, the female mentioned in the former 
part of this communication, who was educated by 
the Society of Friends near Philadelphia, their 
plans were frustraied, and we begin to hope, that 
with the decline of the missionary mania, this curse 
upon that tribe will be removed. 

In 1819, the superintendents in their report to the 
governor of this state, respecting the Indians, say : 

“ Experience has taught us, by long having 
lived in their neighbourhood, that examples of piety, 
industry, and economy, are more wanted among 
them than preaching. And we are happy in being 
able to state, that the condition of the Brothertown 
Indians in particular, for a few years past, has grad- 











wally become better, while the Stockbridges has 
grown worse. And it is gratifying to us, that a con- 
siderable number have, durisg the past year, among 
the Brothertowns, become religiously disposed un- 
der the influence of some of their own tribe.” 

The Brothertowns have never had @ missisonary. 
The Society of Friends settled an exemplary family 
among them, to civilize and instruct them in agri- 
culture, and household manufactures. "The benefi- 
cial effects are very apparent; many of their farms 
are well managed, they are well clothed, and in 
most respects are respectable farmers. They have 
two preachers of their own tribe, and soberly attend 
to their religious duties. Their condition is infinite- 
ly superior to either the Stockbridges or Oneidas. 

Oneida Indians. ‘The first missionary among 
them, was Samuel Kirkland, from Norwich, Con- 
necticut, in 1764; he was patronised by the Edin- 
burgh Society and Harvard College in conjunc- 
tion, He obtained a donation from the Indians of 
more than two thousand five hundred acres of their 
best lands, and inferior to none in the state. Such 
was his conduct, and so unfavourable the report of 
Drs. Morse and Belknap, that the Scotch Society 
dismissed him from their service, after having 
squandered their money upon him for about twenty- 
five years. He is deceased, and I wish not to dis- 
turb his ashes, nor uselessly hurt the feelings of his 
descendants. After his death, in 1808, the North- 
ern Missionary Society sent William Jenkins to 
supply the vacancy. Jenkins’ conduct was unsatis- 
factory to the Indians; they remonstiated against 
him, and he was removed in 1816, not having suc- 
ceeded in getting hold of any of their lands. Elea- 
zer Williams, a half blood Iroquois, who was very 
busy in remonstrating against Jenkins, was sent by 
Bishop Hobart, of the Protestant Episcopal church, 
as his successor. This Williams first promied fair, 
but like other hirelings, his own pecuniary inter- 
ests got the ascendency, and by management and 
intrigue he got 1,500 dollars worth of their lands. 
All parties, Pagan and Christian, united against 
him, in an animated and well written remonstrance 
to the Bishop, dated 12th Nov. 1821, and published 
in Plain Tath, and in No. 39 of the Reformer ; to 
which, for a true picture of this Missionary, I wish 
to refer the reader. 

I intended to have given a detail of the manage- 
ment and morals of the Missionaries; but I forbear 
the disgusting tale. 

Close observations, made by visitors and others, 
lead to the unanimous conclusion, that those natives, 
whom the Missionaries pretend to have Christian- 
ized, are more dissolute, debauched, and corrupt, in 
every sense of these words, than those they are 
pleased to term Pagans: thus making those whom 
they proselyte, two-fold more the children of hell than 
before. The Oneidas were a powerful tribe, and it 
would seem that the greatest effect produced by 
our bigoted Missionaries, has been to create a 
Christian and a Pagan party, a division, the source 
of more unhappiness and bitterness among them, 
than all the other causes combined, not excepting 
the curse of intoxication. The country bordering 
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on the Indian Reserves is very fertile—as hand- 
somely cultivated as any of the interior of this state, 
and also inhabited by as intelligent a population ; 
to every one of Whom, who knows any thing of this 
subject, I appeal for a confirmation of what I have 
written. 

The contrast, on comparing the Brothertowns, 
without a missionary, with the Stockbridges, and 
Oneidas with their missionaries, is as glaring in 
tavour of the former, as the meridian sun when con- 
trasted with the mantle of night. 

It is becoming an almost universal belief in these 
parts, that every missionary who goes among the 
Indians, goes with the speculating motive of bet- 
tering his condition; and the first step which he 
generally takes, is to gain a party to act for him, in 
opposition to the others; thus at once sowing the 
seeds of religious hate, (the most rancorous of all 
hate) and strife and discord prevail, where unity, 
love, and peace, dwelt before. 

Although the picture of missionaries which has 
here been presented, may possess a more than ordi- 
nary sable hue, I am induced to think, if all hire- 
ling missionaries and priests were stripped of their 
masks, they would appear in a very disparaging 
light. And that notwithstanding their flaming ac- 
counts of evangelizing the heathen, and building 
up the kingdom of Christ, the benefit of their 
labours, if properly estimated, would, to say the 
least, award them no pay. 

To such as feel interested in the examination of 
the missionary delusion, I would recommend the 
perusal of “ Brown’s History of Missions,” so as to 
compare the glowing prospects constantly held up 
to the patrons of their schemes, with the final re- 
sults which time has but too faithfully exhibited. 

: AN ONEIDA COUNTY OBSERVER. 


~~ —~—-—— 


From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
GENERAL CONVENTION. 

The General Convention of Universalists, con- 
vened in Cuinron, township of Paris, (N.Y.) on 
the 17thand 18th Sept. The council was formed by 
choosing Br. A. Kneeland, Moderator.—Brs. R. 
Carrique, and N. Stacy, Clerks. There were 
THrRtTY-FoUR Ministers present, and a numerous 
delegation from the various societies. Two new 
societies were received into fellowship, and an As- 
sociation recently formed in the western part of 
Massachusetts, called the “ Franxuin Associa- 
tion.” Three young brethren of promising talents, 
received the approbation of the Convention to la- 
bour in the vineyard of the Gospel, and were ac- 
knowledged as brethren, possessing precious faith, 
and worthy of confidence as Ministers of the grace 
of God: and one, Br. King, of Hudson, was ordain- 
ed, as an evangelist to bear the glad tidings of ever- 
lasting life to the ransomed of the Lord, according 
to the divine purposes of Him, who will have all 
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth. 

Seven discourses were delivered on the occasion, 





Flagler, A. Kneeland, H. Ballou, and P, — 
The audience was numerous, being estimated 4; 
more than THREE THOUSAND. The services wer, 
rendered solemn, and divinely animating, by a mos; 
excellent choir of singers, led by Mr. Sanger, who 
displayed much judgment, taste and devotional fee| 
ing in the selection of the tunes used on the ocey. 
sion, which were performed in a style rarely exceljey. 
and very seldom equalled. 

The committees appointed the last year to yisi; 
the several associations in fellowship with the Cop. 
vention, made the most pleasing reports of the pro. 
gress of the TRUTH in the several sections of oy, 
happy country, in which they are located. The re. 
lations of the prosperity of z1on in the East and the 
West, were such as evinced the wonder-working 
power of the spirit of God, in slaying the enmity, 
removing the prejudices, opening the eyes of the 
blind, and delivering the captive who had long been 
bound with the galling chains of bigotry, and bowed 
down by the unhallowed power of ecclesiastical ty- 
ranny. ‘Thousands and tens of thousands are a. 
joicing in the goodness of Almighty God, and their 
numbers are daily increasing ; the servants of the 
Lord had great cause for congratulation and joy, 
and with the most pleasing sensations could adopt 
the poetic expressions of a brother. 


In thy wide fields and vineyards, Lord, 
We've toil’d and grought with watchful care ; 
The wheat doth flourish by the word, 
And love consumes the choaking tare. 
The reapers cry, Thy fields are white, 
And ready to be gather'd in ; 
Fhe lab’rer shouts, with sweet delight, 
This is the day to finish sin. 


The intelligence, received from different parts, 
extending far and wide over this portion of God's 
heritage, evinced to us that the influence of the spir- 
it of God was not confined to a particular section or 
town, neither was his power to be compared toa 
cLoup, which for a while hangs suspended over 
one town and then passes ta another, in one place 
sprinkling a few drops of rain, and in another pass- 
ing over without yielding one reviving drop, thus 
exciting expectations, and cruelly disappointing all 
hopes; but as the dew which falls on the tender 
herb in the still silence of night refreshing the thirsty 
plant, so is the operation of the spirit of God, as the 
still small voice whispering peace to the mind, and 
without noise or tumult, without the threatening as- 
pect of a destructive storm, or of a dense cloud sur- 
charged with electric fluid ready to hurl the thua- 
der bolt at the devoted head of some unhappy being 
groping in darkness, it wins the heart to God by 
moulding it into the divine image, which is love ; 
chases away the darkness that obscured the mental 
vision ; and brings man to the knowledge of that 
truth which maketh free. 

We behoid the advancement of the doctrine of 
God’s universal love as Moses described it, when 
he said— My doctrine shall drop as the rain: 
my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain 
upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the 





by Brs. C. G. Parsons, R. Carrique, P. Morse, J. 


grass.”—QOn this heavenly doctrine must the cele- 
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brated poet, Watts, have had his eye, when he wrote 
the following inimitable lines. 
As showers on meadows newly mown, 
Jesus shall send his blessings down ; 
Crowned with whose life-infusing drops, 
Earth shall renew her blissful crops. 
Lands, that beneath a burning sky, 
Have long been desolate and dry, 
Th’ effusions of his love shall share 
And sudden greens and herbage wear. 
The dews and rains, in all their store, © 
Drenching the pastures o'er and o'er, 
Are not so copious as that grace 
Which sanetifies and saves our race. 

While then others rejoice when they behold a 
small cloud, passing slowly along, resting for a short 
time on this place or that, and from whence falls 
only here and there a drop of water to refresh the 
thirsty earth, or revive the drooping dying plant, 
what great cause of rejoicing is presented to the 
Universalist, when he beholds the copious showers of 
divine grace extending from Maine to Georgia, and 
from the shores of the Atlantic moving over the 
mountains of the west co-extensive with civiliza- 
tion, and cultivation of the soil! We will then say to 
our brethren, Rejoice in the Lord and be exceeding 
glad, great is His goodness, and divinely glorious 
His power in the salvation of man ; the time is come 
spoken of by the Prophet ; the mandate hath gone 
forth; the word is to Zion, “ Enlarge the place of 
thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of 
their habitations ; spare not, lengthen thy cords, and 
strengthen thy stakes ; for thou shalt break forth on 
the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall 
inherit the gentiles, and make the desolate cities to 
be inhabited.” Once more we say, great is our 
cause for rejoicing, and adopt the language of the 
poet, 

Let Zion and her sons rejoice ; 
Behold the promised hour ; 
Her God hath heard her mourning voice, 
And will exalt his power. 
—_—<jf> -— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Fitz—Sir, by giving an exposition of the fol- 
lowing Articles of Faith, and showing the contra- 
dictions contained in them, you will much oblige a 
subscriber. WILLIAM W. SMITH. 

Parkman, July 20, 1823. 
CONFESSION OF FAITH, 

-Ind Articles of Practice, adopted May 1, 182%, by 
the Presbyteries of Grand River and Portage 
Counties, Ohio. 
“ Art. 1. You believe there is one God, the crea- 

tor, the preserver, and governor of the universe ; 

that he is self-existent, independent, unchangeable, 
infinite in mercy, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness, and truth. 

“ Art. II. You believe that the Scriptures of the 

Olid and New Testaments, were given by inspira- 

tion of God ; that they contain a complete and har- 

monious system of divine truth; and are the only 
perfect rule of religious faith and practice. 
“ Art. IIE. You believe that there are three per- 





Holy Ghost ; that these three are in essence one, 
and in all divine perfections equal. 

“ Art. IV. You believe that God governs ali 
things according to his eternal and infinitely wise 
Purpose, so as to render them conducive to his own 
glory, and the greatest good of the universe, and in 
perfeet consistency with his hatred of sin, the liberty 
of man, and the importance of the use of means. 

“ Art. V. You believe that God at first created 
man in his own moral image, consisting in righ- 
teousness and true holiness ; that he fell from that 
holy and happy state, by sinning agaimst God, and 
that since the fall of Adam, all human kind come 
into the world with a disposition entirely sinful. 

“ Art. VI. You believe that in reference to the 
fall of man, God did from all eternity appoint the 
Lord Jesus Christ, his only and well-beloved Son, 
Mediator, who assumed our natue and made atone- 
ment for sin; that God can now consistently exer- 
cise mercy towards sinners, and that he will pardon 
all those who repent and believe the gospel. 

“ Art. VII. You believe that as all men in their 
natural state reject Christ, God did from all eterni- 
ty choose some of the human race to salvation 
through sanctification of the spirit and belief of the 
truth ; and ail those whom he hath chosen he will 
renew and sanctify in this life, and keep them by his 
power through faith unto salvation; and that all 
those whom he has not thus elected, are left to pur- 
sue their own chosen way, and suffer punishment 
due to their sins. 

Art. VIII. You believe that Christians are justi- 
fied freely by grace, through faith, and that although 
they are thus freely justified, still the law of God as 
a rule of duty remains in full force, and that all men 
are under obligations perfectly to obey it. 

“ Ait. IX. You believe that personal holiness is 
the certain effect of the renewing operations of the 
Holy Spirit, and affords to believers the only scrip- 
tural evidence of their justification, and title to the 
heavenly inheritance ; that you have been thus re- 
newed, and that you exercise faith in Christ. 

“ Art. X. You believe that men are free and 
voluntary in all their conduct; that the require- 
ments of God are perfectly reasonable, and that 
sinrers are inexcusable for impenitence and unbe- 
lief. 

“ Art. XI. You believe that the visible Church 
of Christ consists of visible saints, who publicly 
profess their faith in him, and that baptized children 
so belong to the church as to be under its care and 


iustruction. 

“ Art. XII. You believe in the Divine appoint- 
ment of the Christian Sabbath, and of the sacraments 
of the New Testament, baptism and the Lord’s 
supper, which all are under obligation in the exer- 
cise of faith to observe, and that it is the duty of 
parents to dedicate their children to God in bap- 
tism, and train them up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord. 

« Art. XIIL. You believe that the soul is tmmor- 
tal, and that at the last day Christ will raise the 
dead, and judge the world in righteousness ; that all 
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ishment, and the righteous be received to heaven to 


enjoy eternal felicity.” 


REMARKS. 


Our correspondent might, with the same_propri- 
ety, have requested us to dissolve an indissoluble 
substance, as to ask us to “ give an exposition” ol 


the above Articles of Faith. 


it cannot be true that God is “the preserver of the 
universe,” 


universe, and make the subjects of his destruction 

infinitely miserable ; neither can He be infinite in 

truth, if His promise that all shall be blessed in 

Christ, fails ; and the greater or any part, are cursed 

endlessly out of Christ. 

The second article is a perfect satire on their 
whole production. For if the Scriptures are a 
* complete and harmonious system of Divine Truth, 
and the only perfect rule of faith,” &c. why intro- 
duce their jargon in the guise of articles of faith ? 

Is this mass of absurdity, (when considered in the 

whole,) which is a system of self-styled holy and 
reverend men, preferable to the Divine system? It 
the Divine systei is a perfect rule, and the only one, 
what must that be, which comes from another 
source ? Ans. It must be an imperfect and devilish 
system! There is only the wisdom from above, 
which “ is pure, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy,” Sc. “ and without partiality,” &c. and the 
wisdom from “ beneath ;” which is impure, wrath- 
ful, destitute of mercy, and partial toa few, 

The third article is nothing more nor less than 
Polytheism. Three persons are three objects of wor- 
ship ; and the worship of three distinct persons or 
objects, is as much idolatry as the worship of three 
thousand. The Scriptures, which these Presbyte- 
rians acknowledge to be “ a perfect rule of faith,” 
&c. say not a word of three persons. 

Article fourth is a specimen of finesse. Ged’s 
purpose is wise and immutable. It has for an ob- 
ject, the greatest good of the universe, &c. What 
say the Scriptures, the “only perfect rule of faith ?” 
Ans. That God’s purpose is to gather all in Christ. 
(See Ephes. i.) These Presbyterians show their con- 
sistency in article seven; where they consider the 
eternal purpose of God to be the salvation of some 
of the human race. A part of the universe! 

Article fifth is Piresbyterianism. How will it 
agree with the “only perfect rule of faith 7” Name- 
ly: “ All mankind come into the world with a dis- 
position entirely sinful.” The “ only pertect rule” 
says, “ Suifer little children [who are “ entirely sin- 
ful”) wo come unto me,” Xe. “ for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

Article sixth declares, that, (in consequence of 
Christ's atonement,) “God can now consistently 
exereise mercy towards sinners.” Will God act 
consistently ? Article seventh says, No! * All those 


We may point out 
some of their contradictions and absurdities, which 
we purpose to do, but to expound them, and give a 
consistent and harmonious exposition, would require 
more sagacity than ever fell to the lot of any mortal. 

Of the first article, we shall only remark, that 


and “infinite in mercy, truth,” &c. if 
Giod shall destroy the greatest or any part of the 








to tell these Presbyterians, that if any course is ns. 
sistent (that is, right, fit, and proper,) a contrary 
course is inconsistent. But they profess to beliey, 
God will pardon all who repent. That is, we s0p- 
pose, repent of the “ disposition entirely sinful” tia, 
(iod gave them. The “ perfect rule” says, « Ay 
the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto 
the Lord.” Do the Presbyterians believe this? No! 
Article seventh declares, that “ men in their naty- 
ral state reject Christ.” This natural state, which 
causes them to reject Christ, is the state God nlaced 
them in. For it would be madly absurd for any 
one to say, that the infant was accessory to his ori. 
gin and qualities. Then the man is damned end 
lessly for being in the state he was born in. Nero, 
Caligula, ye whose cruelties stain the page of histo- 
ry, lift up your heads and no longer blush for you, 
enormities. Your cruelties were mercies compared 
to the acts of this abominable tyrant whom thes: 
misguided men profess to worship! "Tis rank hy- 
pocrisy to tell of sinners being damned for pursuing 
“ their own chosen way,” wlien it is previously as- 
serted tliat they have no choice, but are sent into 
being with “ a disposition entirely sinful!” And 
they “suffer the punishment due to their sins.” 
Their sins! 1 this hypothesis be true, they have no 
six. Heaven is not more sinless than all the race 
of Adam. The maker of man is the enly sinner, and 
man the only sufferer! You might as well assign 
for the reason of man’s danmation, the contour of 
his face, or the colour of his complexion. 
Article eighth is at war with “ the only perfect 
rule.” See Rom. iii. 23, 24. “ For all have sinned,” 
&c. * being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Not through 
the faith or works of man. These blind guides 
make a perfect compliance with the requisitions of 
the law indispensable. Also, sinners must be re- 
newed in this life. Have they Scripture for this? 
No! For that declares, “ By the law shall no flesh 
be justified in his sight!!!” 
Article ninth declares “ personal holiness” (in 
this life,) to be “ the only Scriptural evidence of 
their justification,” &c. This is certainly a clumsy 
orthodox bull! Pray, is “ personal holiness” « 
Scriptural evidence ? Astonishing absurdity! And 
this blundering conclusion from a whole Presbyte- 
ry!!!!!! Now we will show you another be- 
sides the “ only Scriptural evidence.” Look at this 
evidence of justification. {(” Rom. v. 3, 9, 10. “ But 
God commendeth his love towards us, in that while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Mach mor 
then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him. For if when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 


death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life.” Also, v. 25. * Who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised again foi 
our justification.” Also, 2 Cor, v. 19. “ God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world [not the edect,] unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” 
Wonderful to relate, the good Presbyterians say, 
they believe they have been “ thus renewed.” That 





whom he has not elected, are left,” &c. It is proper 


is, are “ personally holy.” And a little more proo! 





CON. 


rary 
lve 
‘UD. 


that 








GOSPEL HERALD. 191 








go, of their goodness, They keep the law of God 
perfectly ! We seriously question, whether so much 
.s one of the members of these churches, not ex- 
epting the pious parsons themselves, believe this ! 

Article tenth is mad with absurdity. First. 
«Men are free,” &c. Free to do what? Ans. To 
jollow the bent of “a disposition which is entirely 
inful.” Second. “The requirements of God are 
perfectly reasonable.” What does God require? 
Ans. A perfeet compliance with his holy law. And 
it is perfectly reasonable to suppose that men born 
with “ dispositions entirely sinful,” can become, of 
themselves, with the assistance of their excellent 
disposition, perfectly holy! Third. “ Sinners are 
inezeusable for impenitence,” &c. This, we pre- 
sume, isproved to be perfectly reasonable, when it 
is declared that only some are assisted, and the non- 
elect left to pursue the teachings of the “ disposi- 
tion which is entirely sinful.” And the elect, them- 
selves, are operated on by the irresistible power of 
the spiritof God. Then, the non-elect are damned, 
jor not being as holy of themselves, as the elect are 
with God’s assistance ! 

The eleventh article is of ordinary import, and 
we pass it over. 

Article twelfth declares the first day of the week 
to be the Sabbath, by Divine appointment. That 
is, they say they believe so. “ The only perfect 
rule” says, “The seventh day,” &c. They will 
train their children in the nurture of the Lord,” Kc. 
Query. Will teaching them their articles of faith 
do this F 

Of article thirteenth, and last, we remark—If the 
soul is immortal, it cannot die. That now is the day 
of judgment. (See Rev. xiv. 6,7.) The judgment 
commenced with the preaching of the gospel at the 
destruction of Jerusalem. And when man shall be 
raised from the dead, (1 Cor. xv.) he shall be raised 
immortal, incorruptible, and glorious. Then the 
triumphant song will be sung; and the vagaries of 
fanatics be for ever lost in oblivion. 

We have no hesitation in asserting, as our opinion, 
that Deism is altogether preferable to the doctrine 
contained in the above articles of faith. Itis more 
reasonable—more honourable to the character of 
God: and it is more consoling to the mind of man. 
Indeed, it would be difficult to name a worse ism, 
than Calvinistic Presbyterianism! Take the follow- 
ing from Voltaire, a Deist, and compare it with the 
Presbyterian’s Creed, and both with reason and 
Scripture. 

“The adoration of God with the heart and the 
lips, and the conscientious discharge of our duties to 
each other, would make all mankind brethren, and 
the universe a temple. Dogmas are the invention 
of fanatics and knaves. Morality is an emanation 
of God. The doctrine of purgatory has cost a hun- 
dred thousand lives; but this simple profession of 
faith, J?one God, and ought to do good to my fellow 
creatures, has never produced a single quarrel from 
the foundations of the world. Come, then, my ra- 
tional Unitarian, my dear Quaker, my good Bap- 
tist, my gloomy Presbyterian, my careless Episco- 
palian, come ye Methodists and Pietists, come even 


ye Papists, and let us all prostrate ourselves before 
the Supreme Being, and thank hun for giving us 
poultry, and venison, and bread, for our nourish- 
ment, reason to know him, and a heart to adore ; 
and, after having thus said grace, let us sup together 
in the cheerful benevolence of good fellowship.” 
ee 
From the Gospel Palladium. 
MOTHER OF GOD. 

An emigrant priest taught the French language 
to several young persons, whom he attended at 
their parent’s houses. Two of my childien were 
under his tuition; one of them a daughter, about 
fifteen. With her, after her exercise was over, be 
would often sit and ehat an hour. Religion asa 
frequent topic with them, as Monsieur was a fervid 
Catholic, and my daughter a thorough paced Unita- 
rian: I was often amused with theit conversation, 
even when [had no part in it. The gentleman 
often had occasion to mention Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, but he never called her by that scriptare 
title ; on the contrary, he always celled her the holy 
Virgin Mary, Mother of mv God. 

One morning, as I sat writing in a distant part of 
the room, I heard the following conversation be- 
tween them: “You say, Mr. C. that the Virgin 
Mary is the mother of your gop.” “ Yes, Mademoi- 
selle, she be so.” “By your God, I suppose you 
mean Jesus Christ, who you say, isGod Almighty.” 
“ Yes, Mademoiselle, Jesus Christ be God Almigh- 
ty.” “ Pray, Sir, who is the Virgin Mary’s mother 7” 
“St. Ann, Mademoiselle, St. Ann be the Virgin 
Mary’s mother.” “Then Sir, | suppose, that St. 
Ann is God Almighty’s grand-mother.” The poor 
priest blushed, paused, and was evidently confused ; 
he secovered himself, and replied, “As man, Ma- 
demoiselle, St. Ann be the grand-mother of Jesus 
Christ.” “If so, sir, then I suppose that St. Mary is 
the mother only of the man Christ Jesus, and not 
the mother of God, otherwise St. Ann must be 
God Almighty’s grand-mother.” Another pause of 
visible confusion followed. At last the gentleman 
exclaimed, “O, Mademoiselle, my good mother, 
the holy Catholic church, do say that the holy Vir- 
gin Mary be the mother of God; but she does not 
allow us to say, that St. Ann be the grand-mother 
of God.” “Sir, my father has taught me, that no 
church has authority to teach what is not taught in 
the Scriptures.” “Ah, Mademoiselle, your father 
be one very good man, 1 do love him very much, 
but he be in very great dangerous errours. Ido 
pray to the holy mother of my God, that he be con- 
vinced of his great errours.” “ Sir, I have no doubt 
but that my father is much obliged to you for your 
charitable prayers, for I have heard him say, that 
charity always edifies him; but that he expects 
solid argument for the conviction of his mind.” 
The priest hastily arose, and saying, “ Bonjour, 
Mademoiselle, bonjour,” retired. 

I cannot help noticing that truly protestant max- 
im, that “the Bible, the Bible only, is the religion 
of protestants.” This maxim fully imbibed, gave 
to this intelligent child the advantage over an aged 





and zealous Catholic priest. Vv. 
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From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
AN ORTHODOX STORY. 

A No. of the “ Fanwer’s Caniner,” a paper 
published in Amherst, (N. H.) was lately sent us, 
containing the following : 

“ Interesting Facts.—In a public address at the 
Meeting of the Maine Missionary Society, it was 
stated that a pious female instructor had taught her 
pupils the Lord’s Prayer, and that they must pray 
to Jesus Christ. A little girl was seriously affected 
with the subject, and being ignorant of the nature 
of prayer, applied to her mother to instruct her. 
The mother being also ignorant, had recourse to the 
instructor for information, and wished to know who 
Jesus Christ was, not recollecting that she had ever 
heard the name of Jesus Christ until she heard it 
from the mouth of her daughter. This extreme ig- 
norance was accounted for by the fact, that the wo- 
man had been brought up in a family of Universal- 
ists.” e 

This story was first published at Portland, (Me.) 
in the “ Christian Mirror,” of July 11th, by Mr. 
Rand, the editor of that paper. In the “ Christian 
Intelligencer” of July nineteenth, Mr. Streeter 
made a most urgent demand on the editor of the 
“ Mirror,” for the authority for his story. In the 
course of his remarks, Mr. Streeter said, “ We hesi- 
tate not to adventure our liberty, and all we hold 
dear in time, that the editor of the Mirror cannot 
prove the story he has related. Let him answer 
only three questions, viz: What is the name of the 
Rev. Trustee who related this interesting fact ? In 
what town does this mother of a family, of more than 
savage ignorance, reside? What is her name? If be 
values his reputation, he will spare no pains to an- 
swer these questions.” But, notwithstanding the 
urgency of Mr. Streeter’s demand, and the manifest 
obligation of Mr. Rand to comply with it, Mr. Rand 
does not yet see fit to inform us who told the story 
at the Missionary meeting ; nor what was the wo- 
man’s name, nor in what town she lived! 

But it is certainly high time that he either does it, 
or else recalls his story. He sees that it is already 
copied into another paper, and into lrow many more 
we know not. It was published for no other pur- 
pose than to prejudice the mind of the people 
against Universalists : and he who published it, can- 
not be informed that there are many prepared to re- 
ceive it with exultation, notwithstanding the mani- 
festness of its falsehood or misrepresentation. That 
it is false, we are as confident as Mr. Streeter ; for 
it is morally impossible that there is a woman (of 
common sense) brought up in a family of Universal- 
ists, who does not recollect of ever having heard 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

Will Mr. Rand attend to this affair soon, and an- 
swer Mr. Streeter’s demand ? Or will he just give 
us the name of the Trustee who told the story in 
the Missionary Meeting ? 

—>——_- 
NEWS FROM OHIO. 

We have received a letter from our Brother Bige- 
low, Palmyra, Portage county, (Ohio,) giving very 
encouraging accounts of the rapid increase of be- 








lievers of the great salvation in that state. Societie, 
are multiplying, and preachers of the gospel of Christ 
are much wanted. How different is this state of 
aflafts, from the popular religious world ! Preachers 
of endless misery, and the creeds of Calvin, Hop- 
kins, and Arminius, are starting up like mushrooms 
in every corner and section of the orthodox planta- 
tions, and can be had by scores: Nay, they multi- 
ply somewhat like the locusts of Egypt, and are fij}- 
ing the country. The theological mills are cop. 
tinually turning them out ; and they are manufac. 
tured to the glutting of the market. Already they 
have become an article of exportation, and are ship- 
ped to foreign climes. Preachers of the T'ruth, the 
Gospel of our salvation, come from another quar- 
ter, and are sent on another errand. When they 
appear, their labour is wanted, and they need no 
other diploma than the sword of the Spirit. 
— 
A TOUCH OF THE TERRIBLE! 
Extract of a letter to the Editors, from Providence, 
Rhode- Island. 

“T send you a few eloquent expressions of the 
Rev. Mr. L. of this town—which were deliver- 
ed ina speech to the Female Society. After dis- 
playing all his zeal im order to convince his audi- 
ence that it was their indispensable duty to give their 
money, he concluded as follows—* And my friends 
if you leave this house without contributing your 
mite, you need not think of saving your money 
thereby, for the Lord will have it some way or an- 
other. If you do not give it voluntarily he will 
>> burn your houses, £J} destroy your shipping 
and merchandize, and blast your hopes for ever.’” 

[If any one doubts the authenticity of the above 
extract, he can be satisfied by the original letter 
now on file in this office. This letter contains the 
priest’s name, and the writer’s name written in ful! 





length.] Eds. Plain Truth. 
——ai 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
INVITATION. 


With praises unfeigned, and minds uncontroll’d, 
Salute we JEHOVAH, our covenant Lord ; 

Revering His oath to the fathers of old, 
Obeying the precepts reveal’d in His Word. 


A pres is purchas’d! the prophets proclaim’d, 
“or thee, helpless sinner, ‘twas purchas’d for thee ' 
Behold ! * It is finish’d!”’ the Saviour exciaim’d, 
While, bleeding and dying, he hung on the tree. 


Then speedily open thine eyes to the light ; 
No longer remain a sad object of fear ; 

For Hell, as it’s painted, shall never affright, 
Nor Death in eternity ever appear. 


High raise your notes to the God of creation, 
Ye who from bondage are happily freed— 
"Tis Jesus’ good pleasure to own the relation 
Subsisting ‘tween Gentiles and Abraham's seed. @ 
—>>——- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 

The “Society for the Investigation and Establishment ot 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, 65 
Chrystie-swect, on Friday Evenings at seven o'clock. The 
object of this society is one of universal interest. All reli- 
gious denominations therefore, are invited to attend. 
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